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ESSAY | William Safire

Who Lost Mount Alto?

WASHINGTON
n the new Soviet Embassy com-
pound atop the District of Colum-
bia’s Mount Alto, 350 feet above sea
level, laser-beam listening devices
are now being installed by Soviet
technicians. Théy have a clear line of
' sight to the White House and the Capi-
tol. Aimed at windowpanes, the su-
perbugs will be able to pick up con-
versations in all the rooms with
north-facing windows.

During the Nixon Administration,

our National Secun% Agency — so
secret were {

i or ouch —oiﬂ
with the C.LA.

jecting, In writing, to the AssigAment
of Mount Alfo to the Russians. ns'.%&
T e e
oV jections. a re-

'Sult, the Russians have a huge aa'\?an-

‘tagé in electroniC espionage.
as] is. to get the

feeling long held by New Yorkers,:

surveyed from a tower in Riverdale:
70 percent of all local telephone con-
versations in the capital will be wide
open to Mount Alto’s Big Ear. _
- What are we doing about it? Mr.

Reagan has signed a National Se--

curity Decision Directive ordering
millions of ‘“‘secure’’ phones with un-
derground lines, at huge expense, for
Government officials. and defense
contractors. That costly scrambling
will be quickly overcome; moreover,
the vast majority of private calls in
our capital, including those that make
the Russians such wizards in com-
modity trading, would go completely
undefended in a country whose citi-
zens are supposedly to be protected
from ‘‘unreasonable searches.”

j The way to stop this rape of our
/privacy is to inform the Soviet Union
hat such espionagi-is against our law

Stateand .

C.I.A. are soft

on secrets

and to make them stop it.

Ah, no, say some of our spooks. You
see, we do the same thing over there,
albeit from a much less advantageous
spot. If we close down their hstemng
they’ll close down ours; since theirs is
a closed society, we leam a lot more
about them than they do about us.

I wonder about that conventional

wisdom. Years ago, when we were se-

cretly bugging their limousine trans-
missions, we knew which marshal
was seeing which prima ballerina,
causing much cackling at Langley.
But that edge is gone; both sides
know of the other’s surveillance; has
any Team B been assigned to ask if
we are really getting more relevant
data than we are losing? Is the de-
meaning trade necessary?

New York Senator Daniel P. Moyni-
han has put forward the Foreign Sur-
veillance Protection Act to slam the
door, but it is opposed by the Adminis-
tration. That is not the only attempt to

stop known Russian spying that Mr.-

Reagan resists. In the U.S. Embassy in
Moscow, over 200 Russian nationals
make the beds, serve the food and spy.
(Not one American works for the
Soviet Embassy in Washington.) The
American Ambassador in Moscow

_knows his driver is a K.G.B. colonel.

Last March, we learned (probably
fromtheBnts whohadagoodKGB
source) hat the typewriters in our
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Moscow embassy were transmitting
everything written to the White House
directly to the Kremlin. Of course,
Russians inside our embassy serviced
these machines. And the carcinogenic
basay, probably Ritrophasypencac

pro y ni Ipentadie-
nal, was spread by Soviet n);ng?pals to
facxhtate surveillance.

Representative Jim Courter offers a
bill requiring replacement of ali Soviet
citizens by Americans in our Moscow
embassy within a year. The State De-
partment response: How about half?
That would mean only the best K.G.B.

personnel would continue to make the .

beds. Under Congressional pressure,
State says the central U.S. facility

there will be free of Russians, but that

the compound will have drivers and
others who are not Americans.

Why? State is fearful that the -

Americans will be seduced and
turned into spies, that they won’t bé

as effective in getting people on the

phone, that they may get in trouble or
accidents. Apparently it would rather
have full-time K.G.B. agents on the

-premises than U.S. citizens, because

— get this — such close contact keeps
our diplomats security-conscious,
and enables them to send messages
by talking to the chandeliers. State
also moans about how hard it is to get
drivers and domestic servants to
work over there, but that’s malarkey
— let the department advertise.

The_Russians are regularly pene- .

tratmg our Moscow embassy, and in-
creasingly penetratmg our ;gjgpnone
and office conve

ton, and this presumably hardJme

Administration is doing nothing about

it. If William Casey and Ge_o;:ge

Shultz have gone so
our secrets, the time is overdue for

rigorowsCongressional oversight. O
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